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The Hope of Christmas
Christmas is one of the happiest times of 
the year…and one of the saddest.
For people facing the first Christmas 
without someone special or without some 
who passed away just this year, who are a 
long way from friends and relatives, who 
live alone…Christmas is a particularly dif-
ficult time of year.
A few years back I knew a woman who 
was not very happy in her life. It seemed 
Christmas just magnified her unhappiness. 
So every December she found a way to 
get admitted to the hospital, to get away 
from all the Christmas hubbub. There she 
could live in her own world undisturbed 
by the sights and sounds of everyone else 
seemingly having fun.
One family always used to take their vaca-
tions during Christmas. He would load 
his family in the car and they’d head for 
south Florida and spend Christmas Day on 
the beach.  No turkey, no jingle-bells, just 
escape.
If Christmas is less and less fun for you, it 
may be that you expect the wrong things 
to happen. I do not believe there is any 
gift under a tree that will make you really 
happy or change your life. What will make 
you happy or change your life is a change 
of your inner intentions, which does not 
come from opening packages. Real gifts 
are seldom wrapped in bright paper. No, 
it comes from the hard work of looking at 
your life, finding out what is wrong, seeking 
help, and changing negative thinking into 
positive hopeful living.
This is the time of year when we remem-

Night of Wonder Christmas Celebration | Sunday, December 18
Join us at Broadmoor UMC for the Night of Wonder Christmas Celebration on Sunday, 
December 18. The evening will begin at 5:00 p.m. in the Fellowship Area with a visit from 
Santa and Christmas crafts for children, holiday "Mocktails,” Christmas music performed 
by the Shreveport Horn Club, a special mission project, and heavy hors-d'oeuvres for 
everyone. There will also be a station in the parlor for holiday pictures!
Following this time of fellowship we will move to the gym for the children's musical, 
"Sheep in Heavenly Peace," performed by The Glory Sounds Children's Choir. The eve-
ning will conclude with dessert, coffee and cider.
Invite your friends and family, and save the date for this multi-generational (and free) 
celebration of the season!

ber that God sent a Truth into the world. 
Since that time men and women have 
always had hope. Not joy. Hope. Hope 
that we are lovable. Hope that things 
can change. Hope that we can be trans-
formed. Hope that someone cares. Hope 
that love is stronger than hate. Hope that 
we can start over.
If any of us have the Christmas blahs, let 
us search the heavens until we find the 
Hope of Christmas, that mysteriously we 
can be made new.

March to the Manger | Sunday, Dec. 4
All church members are welcome to join 
our Children's Ministry in the Sanctuary 
at 9:45 on Sunday, December 4, to watch 
the Nativity story “live." Kids are asked 
to bring a new, unwrapped gift to give to 
a child at University Medical Center. At 
the end of the 
play, children 
of all ages will 
“march” to the 
Christmas tree 
and place their 
gifts there.



Memorials & Honorariums

Sympathy

We Welcome New Members

BUILDING FUND
In memory of Jeri Edwards by the Upper 
Room Class.
In memory of Bill Johnston by the Up-
per Room Class, Marshall Shaw & Randall 
George, and Mrs. John T. Porter.
In memory of Chuck Smith by the Upper 
Room Class and James & Judy Wilkins.
FAITHWORKS
In memory of Lorraine Wallace by her 
family.
MUSIC FUND
In memory of Bill Johnston by William & 
Marilee Marshall and Elaine Camp.
MILITARY APPRECIATION FUND
In memory of Merrita Oldenburg by Jack 
& Mandy O'Dell.
SPECIAL GIFTS
In honor of The Cornerstone Sunday 
School Class 50th Anniversary by Bob & 
Brenda Haley.

Remember in prayer the family and friends 
of those who have recently passed away:

Jeri Edwards,
wife of Rev. Conrad Edwards.

COMING SOON...

Additional Festival de Noel Donors

The Cornerstone Class
The Friendship Class

Rowena Jones
 Dr. Sharon Little

George & Joy Rucker
The Super Senior Singers,                      
in memory of Bill Johnston A Word of Thanks

To the Volunteers of the Festival de 
Noel Reception:  

I want to take this opportunity to thank 
everyone who gave of themselves in help-
ing make the reception for Festival de Noel 
such a huge success. Whether you provided 
food (oh, the glorious food), helped in the 
kitchen, helped serve, helped clean up, or 
provided financial backing - I thank you so 
much. Without you, the reception would 

not have been as successful as it was. God 
has placed at Broadmoor the most loving 
and wonderful people! -Lauren VanderKuy

Linda & Ed Long;
Krista & Mark Wilburn; Zack

Danielle and Robbie Gosslee (picture 
not included)

This week we celebrate two Broadmoor 
members who are doing awesome things at 

A.C. Steere Elementary School!
Amber Robinson was named 2016 

Teacher of the Year at A.C. Steere. Amber 
has been teaching pre-school in Caddo 
Parish for 15 years. She is a 2002 gradu-
ate from Louisiana Tech University with a        
B.S. degree in Early Childhood Education. 
Amber is a member of the Open Door 

Class and a Children's Ministry volunteer!
Mollie Hamm, a fifth grader, was named 

the 2016 Student of the Year at A. C. 
Steere. Mollie is very active in our Chil-

dren's Ministry singing in the Glory Sounds 
Choir, serving as an acolyte in worship, and 

participating in Mission Possible Kids.

All financial gifts to be posted to your 
2016 giving record must be received in the 
church office by noon on Friday, December 
30. Mailed checks must be postmarked on 

or before December 31. Thank you for 
your support of the ministry and mission of 

Broadmoor UMC.

End of Year Financial Gifts

Give Your First Gift to the Christ Child | Sundays in December
In years past, Broadmoor UMC has received a special offering in December called First 
Gift. In this season of gift giving some find it most appropriate that their first gift of 
Christmas is a gift back to the One who has given all for us. This special offering comes 
at an important time of the year for our church. Many wonderful church activities have 
touched lives near and far and, these ministries come with a cost. Your First Gift assists 
in completing the funding of this year’s ministries and providing beginning resources for 
2017. You will find a special envelope in the worship services during December. Please 
consider giving a First Gift this year to the One who has been most generous to us all. 

Red Bag Sunday | Sunday, December 4
This Sunday is Red Bag Sunday! In our Red Bag Ministry, Broadmoor provides reusable 
grocery bags with a shopping list of needed food items for those who are hungry. We 
encourage people to fill the bags with items and bring them to church on the first Sunday 
of each month. Bags should be placed in the Fellowship Area. The bags are then delivered 
to the Noel UMC Food Pantry. This is a great way to love our neighbors! 

UMW Christmas Meeting & Program | Tuesday, December 6
Broadmoor United Methodist Women will hold their annual Christmas General Meeting 
and Program on Tuesday, December 6, at 10:30 a.m. in the chapel. Rev. Ron Easterling 
will be the featured speaker. Each member is asked to bring a poinsettia to place in front 
of the altar. All are welcome so please join us as we celebrate the Christmas season!

Angel Tree | Deadline: Wednesday, December 7
During the Christmas Season Broadmoor provides Christmas gifts for the children at the 
Louisiana Methodist Children’s Home in Ruston, La., and children at the Salvation Army. 
The Angel Trees are located in the Fellowship Area and by the Reception Desk. There 
are cards for each child with their requested wish. Several of the requests this year are 
gift cards. Please complete one card with your name and phone number and place in 
the decorative box by the tree. Take the other card home with you and return with your 
gift. The deadline for Angel Tree is Wednesday, December 7, by noon.  If you bring your 
gift by during the week, please leave at the church office.



Order the Disciplines Devotional Book for 
New Year
Let The Upper Room Disciplines help 
strengthen your daily walk with Christ. 
This award-winning daily devotional guide 
features 53 writers from various Christian 
traditions and locales. If you would like 
a copy of The Upper Room Disciplines, 
please bring your check to Laura Vaughan, 
Director of Discipleship, made out to 
Broadmoor United Methodist Church for 
either $15 for regular print or $18 for 
large print. 

Ruth’s Friends Widows' Group |      
Wednesday, December 28
Ruth’s Friends, our monthly Widows' 
Group, will meet at 10:00 a.m. on Wednes-
day, December 28, in the Parlor. Sandra 
Crowder will lead the program, followed by 
lunch for those who would like to go out 
to eat together. All are welcome!

Book Chat | Thursday, December 29
Our next Broadmoor Book Chat will be 
held Thursday, December 29, from 5:30-
7:00 in the Parlor. Read and join us for a 
discussion of the book Winter Street by 
Elin Hilderbrand, the story of a family who 
gathers in Nantucket for a holiday filled 
with surprises. Led by Nancy Beauvais.

New Year's Day Service | Sunday, January 
1 at 10:00
Begin the new year with your Church 
Family! Join us for an informal New Year's 
Day Service on Sunday, January 1, at 10:00 
in the Sanctuary. There will be no Sunday 
School!

Festival Arts Series: Susquehanna Univer-
sity Concert Choir | Friday, January 13
The Festival Arts Series is excited to an-
nounce our next concert on Friday, January 
13, at 7:00 p.m. in the Broadmoor UMC 
Sanctuary featuring the Susquehanna 
University Concert Choir and Chamber 
Singers from Selinsgrove, Pennsylvania 
under the direction of Dr. Julia Thorn.               
Dr. Thorn was an interim Director of Music 
here at Broadmoor, as well as Professor of 
Music at Centenary for 15 years. The choir 
has garnered high praise across the country 
over the past few years and this evening 
will prove to be a great night of choral mu-
sic! We need volunteers to help host the 
choir while they are here. If you are willing 
to open your home to a couple of college 
students please contact Deborah Griffith at 
dggriffith@att.net. This is a complimentary 
concert. During the performance, an offer-
ing of appreciation will be collected.

Christmas Poinsettias | Deadline: Sunday, December 11
Now is the time to purchase poinsettias in honor or memory of a loved one to deco-
rate the church during the Christmas season. The cost per plant is $15 and the order 
forms are at the Welcome Center and Reception Desk. Order by Sunday, December 11!

Arthur Circle Santa Shop | Donate NOW! | Volunteer December 12-16
Kids Hope and Broadmoor UMC will help with the annual Santa Shop fundraiser at 
Arthur Circle Elementary. The children come in at different times and buy small donated 
items that are then wrapped that they give to their family. The money raised goes back 
to the school to buy items for the school children. We encourage you to donate new or 
very gently used items for the Santa Shop, such as frames, games, cards, note pads, sta-
tionary, cologne, scarves, ties, costume jewelry, flashlights, and camo products. Donation 
bins will be located at the Welcome Center and Reception Desk. Volunteers are needed 
to help with wrapping and shopping on the mornings of December 12-16. If you can 
donate a few hours please contact Jan Bookter at janbook@aol.com or 318-632-5874.

Wind Down Thursday | Thursday, December 15
Join us for our young ladies’ night out at Taqueria San Miguel on December 15 at 5:30 
p.m. Please contact Amy Blackburn to make your reservation at amyblackburn90
@gmail.com or 817.980.6878.

Blue Christmas Service | Tuesday, December 20
Broadmoor UMC and Dr. Greg Davis invite 
every person who has experienced something 
ranging from very difficult to terrible this year 
to come together for a quiet, peaceful time of 
worship at our Blue Christmas Service. Meet in 
Kilpatrick Chapel at 6:00 p.m. on Tuesday, De-
cember 20, for a reminder that God is with us 
during the desert of Christmas merriment. We 

will sing a hymn or two, pray for one another, break bread and share the cup of Christ’s 
pain/struggle/death, and hear Dr. Davis give a word of encouragement in this casual 
service of honesty and hope for the holiday season.

Christmas Eve Services | Saturday, December 24 at 4:00, 5:00 & 7:00
Join us for one of our three Christmas Eve services at Broadmoor UMC! We will hold 
a Contemporary Family Service at 4:00 in the Gym, and two Traditional Candlelight & 
Communion Services at 5:00 and 7:00 in the Sanctuary. Invite your friends and family!

Christmas Day Service | Sunday, December 25 at 10:00
It's Christmas on Sunday! Join us for a casual and festive Christmas Day Service on Sun-
day, December 25 at 10:00 in the Gym. There will be no Sunday School!



LOOKING FORWARD: THE NEW YEAR AT BUMC
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Women's Retreat: Rest, Reflect, Refresh | Saturday, January 7
All women are invited to gather on Saturday, January 7, from 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. for 
a day of rest, retreat and refreshment. What might you need to reset after the busy 
Christmas season? Join us as we explore our own “rules of life” – a monastic concept 
that we can apply to our own days. This isn’t a matter of goals or New Year’s resolutions, 
but a gentle and intentional way of thinking about the balance in our lives. Wear your 
comfy clothes and bring your slippers if you like. Register at the Welcome Center Desk 
or on the kiosk. The cost is $15 and includes lunch. For more information please contact 
Laura Vaughan at laura@broadmoorumc.org.

Seamless: Understanding the Bible as One Complete Story by Angie 
Smith | Begins Wednesday, January 11
Seamless covers the people, places, and promises of the Bible, tying 
them together into the greater story of Scripture. Experience the 
Bible as a whole as you gain clarity and confidence in your under-
standing of Scripture. Discover a biblical context that reshapes and 
brings to life stories from the Old and New Testaments. Women's 
Study led by Betty Hochstetler on Wednesdays from 5:30-7:00 
p.m., January 11 through February 22. Cost is $20 for materials.

Entrusted: A Study of 2 Timothy by Beth Moore
Begins Monday, January 23
We were never meant to take this journey of faith alone or in 
secret. God has entrusted us with the mighty gift of the gospel, 
something too life-giving to keep to ourselves. In this 6-session 
study, Beth will encourage you to guard what God has entrusted to 
you, further His kingdom by sharing Christ with others, and pour 
into future generations just as Paul once mentored Timothy.  Wom-
en's Study led by Bonnie Daniel on Mondays from 10:00-11:30 
a.m., January 23 through February 27. Cost is $20 for materials.

Invitation to John | Begins January 11
You are invited to a study of John’s Gospel 
led by Dr. Greg Davis. There are two 
time options: 10:00 a.m. and 6:00 p.m. on 
Wednesdays, January 11 through March 
29. Meetings last about 90 minutes. During 
weekly video segments, travel into the 
scripture as you explore God’s Word. 
Each week has a small group discus-
sion on video to spark our conversation. 
Participants for this Invitation to John do 
not have to have an in-depth knowledge 
of the Bible to enjoy and benefit from 
participation. Reading just two chapters 
of John a week, we will discover the life 
altering stories that will invite us to follow 
Christ as true disciples.

Serving From the Heart  | Begins January 22
God’s plan for the church calls for each 
member of the Body of Christ to play a 
vital role. Sometimes we think that serving 
God is an obligation, a duty, and that it 
isn’t meant to be enjoyable. The truth is, 
though, that God wants us to find joy and 
fulfillment when we serve. That happens 
when we serve in a role that matches 
who God created us to be. In Serving from 
the Heart, we will take a 6-week journey 
as we learn more about how the Body of 
Christ is intended to function. This study 
will lead us through assessing our spiri-
tual gifts, talents and abilities, resources, 
individual style, dreams and experiences…
all adding up to an enhanced capacity to 
serve God and neighbor.  Led by Laura 
Vaughan on Sundays from 3:00 - 4:30, Janu-
ary 22 through February 26. Cost is $20.


