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The Search for God
Americans are unmistakably religious. The Gallup Poll on 
religion has shown that 9 out of 10 Americans will answer the 
question, “Do you believe in God?” affirmatively.

It’s as if there is something in our blood that makes us believe 
in God. While many have predicted the downfall of religious 
belief in America, a downfall that has been widespread in 
Europe, it has not set in here.
Having lived through the secularization of society, the “Death 
of God,” and the collapse of the transcendent (which is an 

even fancier term for the “death of God”), we find Americans asking religious questions 
more than ever. What is the meaning of life? Why am I here? Where did I come from? 
Where am I going? How am I to live these years upon the earth? Why must I die? How 
do I find some measure of health, happiness, and wholeness? How can I find God?

The reason we are asking religious questions is that many of us have at one time or 
another turned our lives over to one of the current philosophies – consumption, cor-
porate success, self-help fads. Or we bought into awards, recognition, honors, monetary 
success. Eventually some of us find ourselves a little older, a little grayer, and not nearly 
as wise of fulfilled as we’d wished.

Hence a kind of vague memory of summer camp by the lake with songs and food and 
friends – a moment in our lives when we were totally in love with life and humanity. 
Hence a kind of vague recollection that the truly exciting times were doing things for 
the next door neighbor and scheming to get an extra thousand dollars by taking them 
to court.

Strange that the major myth in the West is the poor man who makes a killing and 
becomes rich, while the major myth of the East is the rich man who gives away every-
thing to become poor.

Somewhere in the middle the human soul is asking the question, “What is this all 
about?” and realizing finding the answer to that question is almost impossible without 
uttering the word…God.

And so in the middle of it all there is a religious revival going on around the globe: in 
South America, Korea, and Africa, Christianity continues strong growth.

Even on 3715 Youree Drive, with air-conditioners that work according to their own 
schedule and mysterious plumbing, even in this place, there seems to be a spirit blow-
ing through our lives. No need to mention names. Just look around and notice the 
person next to you. Notice their eyes. Notice their smile. Notice their handshake. 
Notice their life.  

In this angry, crazy, dog-eat-dog world, year in and year out, decade in and decade out, 
Americans are hopelessly religious. I wonder why.

The Unveiling | Sunday, January 29
All are invited to join us as we unveil our 
new mission and vision statements on 
Sunday,  January 29, during the Sunday 
School hour. As a community that wel-
comes, worships, and serves together, we 
want “The Unveiling” to be witnessed by 
as many as possible. So on January 29, we 
are asking all the Sunday School classes to 
meet together in the Fellowship Area for a 
time of community and refreshments. Then 
all will join together as one Body in the 
Sanctuary as the statements are revealed. 
So many provided input into the design of 
these statements that it is only fitting to 
begin the year together as we celebrate 
who we are and where we are going!

UMW Sunday | January 22
Searching for a place to meet new friends, 
share common interests and get connect-
ed with others with a heart for mission? 
United Methodist Women have a Circle 
waiting to welcome you. Please join us on 
January 22 as we celebrate UMW Sunday 
at Broadmoor. Each service will include 
speakers, liturgists and greeters who 
are UMW members. Look for a newly 
updated brochure describing each Circle 
and ask any of the ladies wearing a ribbon 
how to become involved!



Memorials & Honorariums

Sympathy

Building Fund
In memory of John C. Bray by Mae Bray.
In memory of Mae Bray by Milton Pearce 
and Jack & Audrey Zahm.
In memory of Jeri Edwards by Mae Bray 
Jack & Audrey Zahm.
In memory of Cherry Sue Lucky by Dean 
Hurley.

Library Fund
In memory of Iweeta Jordan by Joy 
Dunkelman.

Remember in prayer the family and friends 
of those who have recently passed away:

Mae Bray,

mother of Ginny Crowe, Mary Ann Breed-
love, Margaret Bray, and Valerie Murphy,

passed away on Sunday, January 8.

Bill and Carla Pampe were both re-
cently recognized as a Hometown Hero at 
Shreveport Mudbugs games. During the 
second period of each game, the team 

recognizes a local person who has served 
in the military by reading a short bio and 

showing pictures from their time in service 
on the jumbo screen. Bill was recognized 
on January 12, and Carla was recognized 
on January 13. Congrats to these great 

Broadmoor members!

Serving From the Heart  | Begins Sunday, January 22
God’s plan for the church calls for each member of the Body of Christ to play a vital 
role. Sometimes we think that serving God is an obligation and that it isn’t meant to be 
enjoyable. The truth is that God wants us to find joy and fulfillment when we serve. That 
happens when we serve in a role that matches who God created us to be. In Serving 
from the Heart, we will take a 6-week journey as we learn more about how the Body of 
Christ is intended to function. This study will lead us through assessing our spiritual gifts, 
talents and abilities, resources, individual style, dreams and experiences…all adding up 
to an enhanced capacity to serve God and neighbor.  Led by Laura Vaughan on Sundays 
from 3:00 - 4:30, January 22 through February 26. Cost is $20. Sign up and pay at a Wel-
come Desk, on a church kiosk, or online.

Entrusted Bible Study | Begins Monday, January 23
We were never meant to take this journey of faith alone or in secret. God has entrust-
ed us with the great and mighty gift of the gospel, something too precious and life-giving 
to keep to ourselves. In this 6-session Bible study, Beth Moore will encourage you to 
guard what God has entrusted to you, further His kingdom by sharing Christ with oth-
ers, and pour into future generations just as Paul once mentored Timothy. Because in 
this journey of joy and hardship, we need each other to stay the course and live a life of 
faithfulness. This Women's Bible Study will be led by Bonnie Daniel on Monday morn-
ings from 10:00-11:30 a.m., January 23 through February 27. Cost is $20. Sign up and 
pay at a Welcome Desk, on a church kiosk, or online.

SMALL GROUPS

Mardi Gras Parking

Spread the word:  The youth will be selling 
parking spots for both Mardi Gras parades  
again this year! All proceeds fund youth 
summer missions. The parking lot will 
open at 2:00 on February 18 (Centaur) 
and February 25 (Gemini). Spots are $10.



COMING SOON...

Young Women’s Natchitoches Day Trip | Saturday, January 21
Young adult ladies of Broadmoor UMC are invited to a lunch and shopping trip in 
Natchitoches on Saturday, January 21. We will meet at the Church at 11:00 a.m. to 
carpool and will stay through the afternoon. This is the same week we normally host 
Wind Down Thursday, but we wanted to change our routine up a bit to kick off the new 
year! For more information or to reserve your spot please text or call Amy Blackburn, 
817.980.6878.

Chapel Class: Developing & Equipping Disciples | Sunday, January 22
Dr. Greg Davis will lead a session on Developing and Equipping Disciples on Sunday, 
January 22, during the Sunday school hour in the chapel. He will share ways disciples 
grow in faith and sense of purpose. Open to all!

Explore Broadmoor | Sunday, January 22
Would you like to know more about the ministries and mission of Broadmoor UMC? 
Do you have questions about what it means to be a member of the church? Join Senior 
Pastor Dr. Greg Davis as he answers your questions in an informal setting on Sunday, 
January 22, from 5-6 p.m. For more information, please contact Laura Vaughan, Director 
of Discipleship, at laura@broadmoorumc.org or 318.861.0586.

Day School Early Registration | Begins Monday, January 23
Day School early registration for the 2017-2018 school year opens on January 23 for 
church members, current Day School families, Broadmoor Buddies families, and Early 
Learning Center families. Open registration begins January 30. The Day School offers a 
3-day PreK3 class, 5-day PreK3 class, and a 5-day PreK4 class. If you're interested in the 
program, plan to attend our Open House on Monday, January 30, from 10:00-1:00.

Ruth's Friends | Wednesday, January 25
Ruth’s Friends, our monthly Widows Group, will meet at 10:00 a.m. on Wednesday, Janu-
ary 25, in the Parlor. Laura Vaughan, Director of Discipleship, will be with us to talk about 
programming for the year, so come with your ideas of what programs, activities, outings, 
and trips you would be interested in!

Enneagram Boot Camp | January 26-30
Join us at Broadmoor UMC for a multi-day workshop on the Enneagram led by Suzanne 
Stabile. During this retreat we will explore intermediate and advanced concepts of the 
Enneagram using lecture, small group, panels, dyad and triad discussion formats. At-
tendees should understand their personality type and possess an intermediate level of 
Enneagram knowledge. Cost is $375. Register at www.centenary.edu/stabile.

February Book Chat | Thursday, February 2
Read and discuss a new book each month with friends! Book Chats are facilitated by 
Nancy Beauvais and open to all. Our next book chat will meet on Thursday, February 2, 
from 5:30-7:00 in the Parlor. We will discuss The Couple Next Door by Shari Lapena.

New Sunday School Class Kick-off Dinner | Saturday, February 4
Are you looking for a place to connect? A new Sunday School Class for those in their 
late 20s to mid-40s is beginning on February 5. We will be reading, studying and applying 
the Bible to our lives. Do you know of a friend or a co-worker in this age group who 
could benefit from a small group setting? We will kick-off with dinner for those inter-
ested on Saturday, February 4, at the home of Laura and Benny Vaughan from 6:00-8:00. 
Please let Laura know if you are interested: laura@broadmoorumc.org or 318.861.0586. 

Red Bag Sunday (Special Needs!) | Sunday, February 5
Sunday, February 5 is Red Bag Sunday! In our Red Bag Ministry, Broadmoor provides re-
usable grocery bags with a shopping list of needed food items for those who are hungry. 
We encourage people to fill the bags with items and bring them to church on the first 
Sunday of each month. The bags are then donated to the Noel UMC Food Pantry! Spe-
cial needs for February include canned soups and stews, hot chocolate mix (packets), 
and bags of oranges and apples.  

Children's Ministry Architects Christian 
Formation Summit | February 9-11
The Children’s Ministry of Broadmoor United 
Methodist Church exists to love and nurture 
children and their families in order to make 
disciples for Jesus Christ. 

Members of our congregation worked 
with our Ministry Architects team at the 
Visioning Retreat in November to develop 
this new mission statement for Broad-
moor’s Children’s Ministry. 
As we continue to work closely with the 
Architects, a Christian Formation Summit 
has been planned for February 9-11. This 
event will focus on what we hope our 
children will know, feel, and do because of 
their experience here at Broadmoor.  An 
intentional plan for our children and their 
spiritual development will be created in 
order to build a long lasting, deep impact 
ministry. Please be in continued prayer for 
our Children’s Ministry and this process as 
we continue to shape and mold our minis-
try. If you are interested in attending a ses-
sion of the summit, please contact Kristin 
Nelson, Director of Children's Ministries, 
at kristin@broadmoorumc.org.

Mission Possible Kids | Sunday, Feb. 12
Mission Possible Kids kicked off the Year of 
Service on Sunday, January 8th, as agents 
created their very own ARKs (bags filled 
with Acts of Random Kindness). What an 
exciting way for kids to be able decide 
who they want to serve! For our February 
mission we will be creating Geaux Bags. 
These bags are given to children who are 
just entering the foster system. They help 
to make that first night away from home 
a little easier. Each bag contains essen-
tials: hairbrush, toothbrush, shampoo and 
conditioner, pajamas, underwear, socks and 
a comfort item. Each bag runs about $35. 
If you would like to donate some of these 
essentials or make a monetary donation 
toward the project, please contact Kristin 
Nelson at kristin@broadmoorumc.org or 
861-0586. If you are in grades 1-5 and 
would like to join Mission Possible Kids, 
you may also contact Kristin. Looking 
forward to seeing everyone on Sunday, 
February 12!
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Upcoming Book Chats
Read and discuss a new book each month 
with friends! Broadmoor Book Chats are 
facilitated by Nancy Beauvais on the 4th 
Thursday of the month (unless otherwise 
noted) from 5:30-7:00 in the parlor and 
open to all! Upcoming selections:
• February 2 (date change):  The Couple 

Next Door by Shari Lapena
• March 23: America's First Daughter by 

Stephanie Dray & Laura Kamoie
• April 27: Our Soul's At Night by Kent 

Haruf
• May 25: The All-Girl Filling Station's Last 

Reunion by Fannie Flagg
• June 22: A Dog's Purpose by W. Bruce 

Cameron
• July 27: The Woman in Cabin 10 by Ruth 

Ware
• August 24: The Book of Joy by Dalai 

Lama and Desmond Tutu

Centering Sounds of the Soul Jazz Dinner with Walter Jr. | Friday, February 17
Join us on Friday, February 17, from 6-8 p.m. for a Jazz Dinner featuring guitarist and 
songwriter Walter Jr., an honorary member of The Louisiana Blues Hall of Fame who has 
been spreading the good word with soulful flair for more than four decades. 
Born and baptized in Mermentau, a small village in the heart of Louisiana Cajun country, 
Walter Jr. grew up hearing traditional Cajun music at family gatherings. As he got older, 
his musical tastes expanded to include some of the region’s top blues artists, including 
Louisiana natives Bobby Charles, Slim Harpo and Clarence “Gatemouth" Brown. In addi-
tion to his popular blues gigs, he also uses his music to help spread a spiritual message. A 
Certified Lay Minister in the UMC with a Master's degree from the Loyola Institute for 
Ministry in New Orleans, the musician presents original sacred concerts — which have 
been described as “relevant, reverent and scripturally grounded” with heartfelt passion 
and compassionate fellowship. Walter Jr.’s relaxed style has been central to his work as 
music minister, worship leader, spiritual director, and retreat/seminar/conference leader. 
Individual tickets ($30) are now on sale. To reserve a table ($300), call 318.861.0586 or 
email laura@broadmoorumc.org.  All proceeds will go to fund our Women’s Ministry.

Join the Welcome Center Team!
As you come through our church doors, 
isn't it nice to be recognized and helped 
by our Welcome Center Team? If you are 
interested in participating once a month 
as a Welcome Center Volunteer, we have 
openings with a partner on the second, 
third and fifth Sundays. Simply come a few 
minutes before a service and help for a few 
minutes at the end. Our vision is to offer 
hospitality to visitors and members and to 
provide information about our church, its 
facilities and its ministries. We would love 
for both men and women to participate. 
Interested? Please contact Sherry Thomp-
son, Volunteer Coordinator, at 455-5388. 


